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SINGER SHAWNN MONTEIRO

A Tribute to Carmen McRae

At Newly Renovated Historic

PARK THEATRE

The Rhode Island Center for Performing Arts

Saturday, March 20 at 8:00 PM

“Fresh and adventuresome . . . a dynamic presence,” -JazzTimes Magazine

“ . . . one of music’s most under-appreciated vocalists . . .” -The Hartford Courant

“ . . . a superb singer,” -The Houston Chronicle

“. . . Shawnn is the best we’ve heard. Better catch her before you miss out,” -The Tampa Tribune

CRANSTON, RI--Rhode Island-based jazz vocalist Shawnn Monteiro will perform a Tribute To Carmen McRae at the newly renovated and refurbished Park Theatre, 848 Park Avenue, Cranston, RI 02910 on Saturday, March 20 at 8:00 PM. Accompanying Ms. Monteiro will be The Mike Renzi Trio; opening the show will be Boston’s jazz saxophonist and vocalist Grace Kelly and her Quintet. The Park Theatre is now also known as The Rhode Island Center for Performing Arts [RICPA]. Tickets at $36 and $28 [includes $2 restoration fees] are on sale now at http://tickets.ricpa.net/ at the RICPA Box office [848 Park Avenue, Cranston] or by calling 401-467-7275. For

more information, call: 401-467-7275. The Rhode Island Center for the Performing Arts is wheelchair accessible.

“Carmen McRae is and was one of the most underrated, overlooked singers in our history of jazz in the last 50 -

60 years,” says Shawnn. “I was aware of Carmen very early in my career as I listened to various artists when I

was trying to learn songs to sing. Carmen served the lyric and the melody in such an earnest and honest way,

with a rich earthy tone. And, as she grew older, her voice settled into a wonderful contralto that oozed with

genuine confidence. The musical appeal to me was overwhelming.”

“In addition, my father, the late bassist Jimmy Woode, had played with Carmen many times and he, as well as

Clark Terry, regaled me with numerous stories about her personality and musicianship,” continues Shawnn. “My dad was the bassist for the Kenny Clark/Francy Boland Big Band during the time that Carmen was married to the great drummer Kenny Clark. And, for my birthday, many years ago, my dad gave me the original score that he had written for her for her album entitled November Girl. My dad wrote five out of the eight tunes for Carmen on that album. That recording was hypnotizing to me, and my connection with her deepened. When she passed away, I wept as if I had lost a member of my family! And yet still, to this day, she has received only a drop of recognition. Even in the Ken Burns Jazz series . . . Billy, Ella, Sarah were all highlighted, but they forgot about the wonderful voice of Carmen McRae. And so, my “Tribute To Carmen” has been in the making (in my mind) since the day she passed away. I am joyous to be able to bring her music and life to the attention of jazz lovers.”

About Shawnn Monteiro:

“Exciting, captivating and completely distinctive” is how many jazz cognoscenti describe singer Shawnn

Monteiro’s pulsating and lyrical style. Whether in the intimacy of a club date or within the glitter of a Las Vegas

showroom, Shawnn has delighted audiences throughout the United States and Europe with her highly popular

jazz repertoire laced with blues-oriented improvisations.

Shawnn Monteiro has released four CDs: Visit Me [1995], I’m Coming Home-Live In Italy One Special Night [2004]

with her Godfather, Clark Terry and most recently, Never Let Me Go [2005].

Evident in Shawnn's lively lyrical phrasing and intermittent scat-singing are the influences of Carmen McRae and Sarah Vaughan, from whom she draws that inner core of creative energy. However, good genes help as well! Shawnn's father was the late renowned bassist Jimmy Woode, a long time veteran of the legendary Duke

Ellington band. Thrown into the mix are musical inspiration and tender guidance from her godfather, the one

and only Clark Terry. It’s a combination that can't miss.

Latin percussionist and jazz impresario Mongo Santamaria discovered Shawnn in 1972 when she was working in a club in San Jose, California. He signed her on the spot to tour with his band. Shawnn electrified audiences as

Santamaria’s only vocalist and female percussionist during a two-year circuit where she shared the stage with

such renowned musicians as Stan Kenton, Celia Cruz, The Fania All-Stars and Weather Report.

Since then, Shawnn has shared the stage with a prestigious list of notables jazz names: Clark Terry, Red

Holloway, Ray Brown, Lionel Hampton, Frank Foster and the Basie Band, Nat Adderly, Kenny Barron, Hank

Jones, Bobby Durham, James Williams, Jimmy Cobb, Keter Betts, Stanley Jordan, Ed Thigpen, Johnny Griffin and Benny Golson . . . to name just a few.

Monteiro has delighted audiences with her highly popular jazz repertoire laced with blues-oriented

improvisations and tunes from the great American songbook. The true quality of Shawnn's voice is best

experienced in the ultimate setting of the club dates where her warm charisma can be personally felt by those

fortunate enough to spend an evening with her.

About Mike Renzi:

Mike Renzi is a noted composer, music director, jazz musician and pianist who garnered three Emmys for

Outstanding Achievement in Music Direction and Composition for Sesame Street. He has been the music director

for Sesame Street since Season 32 (2001)

Renzi was friends with the late Peggy Lee, and is friends with Deborah Harry. He is also friends and partners

with jazz singer Cynthia Crane, with whom he has published a Christmas album titled Our First Christmas. Renzi also has his own jazz group called The Mike Renzi Trio who produced an album together with Ben Webster. Renzi has also performed with and been musical director for Peggy Lee, Mel Tormé. Lena Horne, Cleo Laine and Maureen McGovern, to name a few.

Mike Renzi served as the musical director for Blossom Dearie and created the elegant orchestrations on a CD

entitled Tweedledum & Tweedledee (Two People Who Resemble Each Other, In This Case Musically).

About Grace Kelly:

Grace Kelly is a saxophonist, singer/songwriter and composer/arranger from Brookline, Massachusetts. Having

studied saxophone since the age of ten, she is rapidly making her way up in the jazz world. Grace’s talents far

outstrip others her age. Now just sixteen, Grace has already recorded and/or performed with many notable

musicians including Lee Konitz, Phil Woods, Dave Brubeck, Hank Jones, Frank Morgan, Kenny Barron, Marian

McPartland, Cedar Walton, Ann Hampton Callaway, Jerry Bergonzi, Terri Lyne Carrington, Diane Reeves, Chris

Potter, Adam Rogers, Christian Scott, Billy Hart, George Cables, Winard Harper, Russell Malone, Rufus Reid and James Cotton, among others.

Grace has performed in many notable venues in the United States and Europe such as Carnegie Hall, Birdland,

Dizzy’s Club Coca Cola, Scullers Jazz Club, Regattabar, Dakota Jazz Club, Kennedy Center, Tanglewood Jazz

Festival, Detroit Jazz Festival, Blues Alley, Newport Blues Café, Boston Symphony Hall, The Jazz Standard, Pabst Theater, 50th Grammy® Awards (after party), Jazz Bakery in Los Angeles, Lionel Hampton Jazz Festival, Mary Lou Williams Jazz Festival at the Kennedy Center. Grace has performed as far away as Tromso, Norway, Salzau, Germany and Seoul, Korea. Her media appearances include NPR's - Here & Now, NPR's Day To Day, NPR’s Piano Jazz with Marian McPartland, WCVB-TV’s Chronicle and Eric In The Evening with Eric Jackson on WGBH FM. She has also been interviewed on WICN FM, CBS TV4, Fox 25 News, NECN, EBS Radio and EBS TV.

